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Neighborhood Pride
 Neighborhood Pride Week is 

October 2-8.  Be sure to watch for the 
Neighborhood Pride Showcase Directory, 
which will be featured in the Kane 
County Chronicle that week.  The Mid-
Valley Neighborhood Improvement 
Association (MVNIA) sponsors this annual 
showcase to highlight signifi cant home 
improvements in the mid-valley area 
(Geneva, Batavia and St. Charles) and 
encourage residents to take pride in their 
homes and neighborhoods, which enriches 
the quality of life for everyone.  The 
MVNIA provides programs and fi nancial 
assistance to help homeowners make 
much-needed improvements or repairs to 
their homes. Visit www.mvnia.com or call 
(630) 584-1996 for more information.

Ghoulish Homes
The St. Charles Park District will 

sponsor the 7th annual Gallery of Ghoulish 
Homes Tour and contest October 21-31.  
Start planning your spookiest decorations! 

Visit the Park District web 
site, if you dare, at http://
www.st-charlesparks.org/links/
halloweenhousedecoratingcontest.htm for 
rules, entry forms, contact information, and 
all sorts of scary stuff.  Entry forms are due 
Oct. 17, and judging will be Oct. 22.  The 
self-guided Gallery of Ghoulish Homes 
Tour Guide will be available online on 
Oct. 21 or at various Park District facilities.
Contact Jeff (513-6200 or jgreenwald@
st-charlesparks.org) with questions.

Lighting of the Lights 
and Holiday Events

The annual Lighting of the Lights at 
Lincoln Park will be Nov. 25, 5 p.m., after 
the Thanksgiving holiday.  The annual 
Electric Christmas Parade will kick off 
on Nov. 26, 5:30 p.m., on Main Street, 
between 5th St. and 4th Ave.  Santa will, 
once again, visit with area children at his 
special house located at Lincoln Park.

Contact the Downtown St. Charles 
Partnership at 513-5386 with questions or 
for more information on these and other 
special holiday events coming soon!

New Community 
Calendar Online!

Visit the new St. Charles Community 
Calendar at www.st-charles.il.us for the 
latest and greatest in St. Charles!  This 
new calendar is even more complete, more 
current and more reliable than ever!

Discover some wonderful events, 
programs and entertainment right in your 
own backyard.  The best part is - it’s all 
local.  Residents and visitors will easily 
fi nd everything there is to do right here in 
St. Charles!

By linking together the City, 
Park District, Library, School District, 
Downtown St. Charles Partnership, 
Heritage Center, and Chamber of 
Commerce, we are proud to provide a 
networked, standardized calendar resource 
that makes it easier for website navigation.  
Visitors may search calendars by choosing 
the month, event category or participating 
organization.

Log on to www.st-charles.il.us today 
and make it your home page.  It’s sure to 
quickly become your most valuable local 
information tool!

ReUseIt Center
The new ReUseIt Center opened 

on Sept. 24 and is the fi rst of its kind 
in the western suburbs.  They will sell 
surplus or gently used donated building 
materials at signifi cant savings to the 
general public.  Some of the materials 
will benefi t limited income clients of the 
Mid-Valley Neighborhood Improvement 
Association (MVNIA), Inc., the Center’s 
parent company.  The Center will keep 
tons of usable construction materials 
out of landfi lls, help fund the MVNIA’s 
Emergency Home Repair Fund and make 
home improvements more affordable for 
people with limited incomes.  

ReUseIt Center will accept new and 
used building materials at the discretion of 
ReUseIt managers.  For more information 
and volunteer opportunities, call 761-4240, 
log on to www.reuseitcenter.org, or visit  
1530 Hubbard Ave., Ste. C, Batavia. 



Friends of the 
Library Used 
Book Sale 
will be held      
Sept. 30,         
3 - 8 p.m. 
and Oct. 1,                    
9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Youth Programs Adult Programs

St. Charles 
Public Library
One S. 6th Ave.
St. Charles, IL 
60174
Web Site: 
www.stcharleslibrary.org

Email: 
scplref@linc.lib.il.us

584-0076
Home Deliv. – Ext. 219
Meeting Rms. – Ext. 230
Study Rooms - Ext. 210
Youth Svcs. – 584-9390
Night Owl - 584-4563
Fax 584-3448

Library
Notes

Hurricane Relief
The Northern Illinois Food Bank 

(NIFB) is collecting disaster appropriate 
food and grocery items to be sent to areas 
affected by Hurricane Katrina.  The NIFB 
will sanitize, sort, box, palletize and 
prepare products for shipping.  America’s 
Second Harvest is arranging shipments of 
donated products. 

Two collection boxes for the 
Northern Illinois Food Bank are located in 
the reception area at City Hall, 2 E. Main 
Street.  Food and grocery items that are 
needed include: water (plastic bottles and 
gallons); single serving snacks (cereal/
energy bars, pop tarts, nutrition bars, non-
refrigerated nutrition drinks like Success 
or Slim Fast); peanut butter; heat-and-eat 
foods (chili, stews, canned soup, canned 
vegetables, canned meats); Lunchables 
or other single serving foods that do not 
require refrigeration; meal replacement 
entrees; paper goods (plates, napkins, cups, 
tissues, diapers). The collection will be 
ongoing.  Call the NIFB at 443-6910 for 
pickup information.

For other legitimate charities that are 
helping with disaster relief, visit www.
fema.gov or contact the Fox Valley Chapter 
of the American Red Cross at 443-8844; 
email them at stuph@foxriver.org, or visit 
them online at www.foxriver.redcross.org/. 

Community Happenings From the Den continued . . .

Middle School Movie Night ~ Oct. 14 ~ 
5-7:30 p.m. ~ Movie night with hot dogs, 
pop, chips, and ice cream.  Register with a 
friend; $3/student Gr. 6-8.

Squirms & Giggles ~ Oct. 27 ~ 4:15-       
5 p.m. ~ Halloween fun with a touch of 
mystery for students Gr. K-2.

Scary Stories ~ Oct. 27 ~ 7:30-8:30 p.m. ~ 
Spine-chilling scary stories in Tekakwitha 
Woods for students Gr. 3-12 and adults. 

Teeny Tiny Halloween ~ Oct. 29 ~ 
9:30-10:15/11-11:45 a.m. ~ Celebrate 
Halloween with a gentle program of fun 
without the fear (students Gr. Presch.-K).

Harry Potter Mania ~ Oct. 28, Nov. 4 & 
11 ~ 4:30-7:30 p.m. ~ Join us for a special 
viewing on the big screen, book and movie 
trivia, and a few surprises.  Bring a sack 
meal; snacks will be provided. 

Spot the Dog ~ Nov. 18 ~ 11-11:45 a.m. 
~ Bring your camera and visit with your 
favorite puppy.

Secret Garden ~ Nov. 13 ~ 2-3 p.m. 
~ This classic tale highlights the 
transforming effects of friendship, nature, 
and positive thinking.  American Eagle 
Productions will bring their musical 
adaptation of Frances Burnett’s book to the 
stage for students Gr. K-8 and adults.

St. Charles Writers Group ~ Oct. 8, 
Nov. 12 & 26 ~ 9:15 a.m.; Oct. 19 ~              
6:30 p.m. ~ Enjoy lively discussions with 
other writers. Call Ext. 240 for details.

First Tuesday Book Discussion Groups 
~ Oct. 11 - 10 a.m., The Love Wife by Gish 
Jen; 7 p.m., The Confessions of Nat Turner 
by William Styron ~ Nov. 8 – 10 a.m., 
He, She and It by Marge Piercy; 7 p.m., 
Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or 
Succeed by Jared M. Diamond.

Books @ Noon ~ Oct. 19 – A dramatic 
portrayal of Dorothy Thompson, prominent 
journalist and leading opponent of Hitler 
and 1930s fascism, by Annette Baldwin ~ 
Nov. 16 – Favorite books from our Readers 
Services Staff ~ 12:05-1 p.m. ~ bring 
lunch; coffee and tea will be served.

Sunday Afternoon Concerts ~ Oct. 23 
– “Opera to Broadway” by O.P.E.R.A. ~ 
Nov. 6 – Pianist Eugene Kwok ~ Nov. 20 
– classical guitarist Goran Ivanovic ~ all 
concerts are held at 2 p.m.

First Tuesday ~ Nov. 1 ~ 7 p.m. ~ An 
historical portrayal of President Theodore 
Roosevelt by Ward Brown.

Tellabration! International Storytelling 
Event ~ Nov. 20 ~ 3:30 p.m. ~ Fox Valley 
Storytelling Guild members will be here to 
tell stories.

Scarecrow Fest ‘05
Take a walk downtown Oct. 6 to 

watch as dozens of scarecrows  converge 
in Lincoln Park for the 20th anniversary of 
the St. Charles Scarecrow Festival.  Just 
for residents, enjoy unlimited carnival 
rides for just $15 per person, from 6-   
10 p.m., Thursday.  The festival opens to  
the public at 9 a.m., Oct. 7-9.  Visit www.
scarecrowfest.com. or call 377-6161.




